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Kram Conference Centre

Interactive Roundtable Discussion
The business view on critical issues
for the Information Society

The global business community is committed to speeding the
development of a truly worldwide people-centred information
society that can foster economic growth and social develop-
ment. This event will tackle the fundamental issues:

What conditions are required to encourage investment in ICTs
and the Internet? What stimulates innovation and promotes
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entrepreneurship? How can business create digital oppor-
tunities and support the integration of ICTs for development?
What will it take to ensure the Internet remains an open
environment with a free flow of information?
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Message from Guy Sebban

The two-part World Summit on the Information Society in
Geneva 2003 and Tunis 2005 is an important juncture to
ensure that the fundamental
building blocks of a people-centred
information society will be put in
place. Business is the driving force
behind the creation of an
information society.

Business has the unique capability to
generate the ingredients required to
continue to build the infrastructure,
technology and tools to make the
information society a reality.

Information and communication technologies are critical tools
for economic growth and social development. Maximizing
business innovation, entrepreneurship and resources, and
building partnerships that draw upon the complementary fields
of experience and expertise of all stakeholders will help us to
realize the full potential of this global asset. CCBI, the
Coordinating Committee of Business Interlocutors for WSIS,
was formed with this spirit, and we look forward to working
with you to fulfil these important objectives.

Guy Sebban
Secretary General, International Chamber of Commerce
Chair, CCBI

What is CCBI?

The Coordinating Committee of Business Interlocutors (CCBI)
is the voice of business at WSIS. The summit organizers invited
the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) to create a
vehicle to coordinate private sector input. The result is CCBI,

a network of business organizations whose members include
companies of all sizes, in all sectors, from all over the world.

www.businessatwsis.net

What are CCBI's priorities?

[ To raise awareness among political leaders of the conditions
necessary for ICTs to be tools for social and economic
development.

[ To encourage governments to develop ICT-related legislation,
policies or programmes that:

— promote competition;

— attract investment;

— foster entrepreneurship;

— set up national multistakeholder participation in policy shaping;

— invest in education and training;

— remove legal obstacles to e-commerce investment and
innovation;
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— ensure intellectual property protection;

— establish public/private partnerships; and

— recognize ICT as a tool for the provision of clean water,
health, education and sanitation.

I To ensure the stability, security and dynamism of the
continued development of the Internet and the free flow
of information and promote capacity building to increase
participation of all stakeholders, particularly from
developing countries.

[ To promote ICT applications such as e-learning, tele-
medicine, e-government and e-commerce.




