
 

 

 

 

 

  
October 25, 2010  

 

His Excellency  

Mr. Sha Zukang  

Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs United Nations  

3 United Nations Plaza  

New York, NY 10017  

 

 

Dear Mr. Sha,  

 

Thank you for your open letter of 7 October 2010, addressed to civil society and private sector 

stakeholders, in which you invite them to participate in consultations in New York on 14th 

December.  

Quoting resolution 2010/2 of the Economic and Social Council, the letter explains that these are 

meant as "open and inclusive consultations involving all Member States and other stakeholders 

with a view to assisting the process of enhanced cooperation ...in respect of international public 

policy issues pertaining to the Internet ... through a balanced participation of all stakeholders in 

their respective roles and responsibilities."  

In this context we are concerned that the consultation scheduled for 14 December in New York is 

not in fact as open and inclusive as the ECOSOC resolution requires. Specifically, we were 

surprised that non-governmental stakeholders were invited only to give written contributions, and 

to nominate a single representative of each stakeholder group (civil society, Internet technical 

community and business) to speak during the consultations to summarize the contributions of that 

non-governmental stakeholder group.  

In our respectful view this does not amount to the open and inclusive consultation called for by 

ECOSOC, but rather is effectively an intergovernmental consultation with constrained 

participation by the other stakeholders who are critical to the continued development of the 

Information Society. This runs counter to the principle established at the World Summit on the 

Information Society (WSIS) including that "The international management of the Internet should 

be multilateral, transparent and democratic, with the full involvement of governments, the private 

sector, civil society and international organizations.” In addition, paragraph 71 recognizes 

enhanced cooperation involves all stakeholders in their respective roles and responsibilities.  

We understand that limits that have been placed upon the participation of civil society, business 

and the Internet technical community stakeholders in this consultation are said to be as a result of 

space constraints at the United Nations complex in New York.  

Might we suggest, then, that due to the importance of securing wide and inclusive participation of 

all stakeholders in this consultation, the date and venue be changed to the Palais des Nations in 

Geneva, perhaps following the open consultations of the Internet  
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Governance Forum (IGF) that are already scheduled for 22 November 2010 or that a larger venue 

be found at the UN in New York.  

Thank you for your ongoing support of the multi-stakeholder process of Internet governance, and 

for considering the important concerns we have raised above. We look forward to receiving your 

response in due course.  

--  

Signed by  

The Internet Governance Caucus, the Internet Society (ISOC) and the International Chamber of 

Commerce (ICC) 
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to her. In light of that and the above information we urge you to retract the decision of 7 

December, and to establish an appropriately constituted Working Group consistent with 

the WSIS formulation ensuring “the full and active participation of governments, the 

private sector and civil society from both developing and developed countries, involving 

relevant intergovernmental and international organizations and forums”.  

Because little time remains before the 17 December meeting, we respectfully request 

that you respond at your earliest possible convenience, preferably by 14 December, so 

that we may make plans to participate in the Working Group meeting if appropriate.  

Sincerely yours,  

 

Asia Pacific Network Information Centre (APNIC)  

http://www.apnic.net/ 

Contact: German Valdez (german@apnic.net)  

Association for Competitive Technology  

http://actonline.org/ 

Contact: Jonathan Zuck (jzuck@actonline.org)  

Australian Domain Name Administration (AuDA)  

http://www.auda.org.au/ 

Contact: Chris Disspain (ceo@auda.org.au)  

East African Internet Governance Forum  

http://www.eaigf.or.ke/ 

Contact: Lillian Nalwoga (Lillian@cipesa.org) or Alice Munyua (alice@apc.org)  

International Chamber of Commerce - Business Action to Support the Information 

Society  

http://www.iccwbo.org/basis/ 

Contact: Ayesha Hassan (ayesha.hassan@iccwbo.org)  

Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers  

http://www.icann.org/ 

Contact: Baher Esmat (baher.esmat@icann.org)  

Internet Governance Caucus  

http://www.igcaucus.org/ 

Contacts: Izumi Aizu (iza@anr.org) or Jeremy Malcolm (jeremy@ciroap.org)  

Internet Society  

http://www.isoc.org/ 

Contact: Bill Graham (graham@isoc.org)  

NetChoice  

http://www.netchoice.org/ 

Contact: Steve del Bianco (sdelbianco@netchoice.org)  

Nominet  

http://www.nominet.org.uk/ 

Contact: Lesley Cowley (lesley.cowley@nominet.org.uk)  

 


