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The following is the output of the real-time captioning taken during the 13 May 2009 
open consultations of the IGF. Although it is largely accurate, in some cases it may be 
incomplete or inaccurate due to inaudible passages or transcription errors. It is posted 
as an aid to understanding the proceedings at the session, but should not be treated as 
an authoritative record. 
 
Thank You, Chairman.   
 
On behalf of the members of the International Chamber of Commerce and Business 
Action to Support the Information Society (BASIS) an ICC initiative, I am pleased to 
provide some additional comments.   
 
As you know and as the secretariat has wonderfully captured, we did provide written 
comments, so I won't repeat what was already captured in the program paper.  
 
Looking at the schedule, I would like to suggest that on Sunday 15 November, where 
there is the "Setting the Scene" session, which we think is going to be very useful, 
particularly for new participants, that we keep in mind that that might be an area where, 
in fact, some parallel workshops would be useful as well, because not everybody will 
need to be in the "Setting the Scene" session. 
 
In general, we have consistently requested a minimal number of conflicting events so 
that people can truly take advantage of what's happening in the main hall.  In this 
respect, we would just put that idea forward as well. 
 
On the national and regional meetings, I have heard, and seen inputs and written 
contributions about how that would be done.  Some have referred to it as a reporting 
session. We believe that the national and regional initiatives are an incredible success and 
have been increasing in the past year.  Sharm El Sheikh presents us with  an important 
opportunity to highlight what those initiatives are about, how they are structured, the 
kind of outreach that they are accomplishing.  Just in terms of creating useful 
momentum on the day, we would suggest that they not just be reporting sessions, but 
also allow for interaction, because that is how some of the participants will be able to 
learn more about the initiatives and go on to replicate these in their own settings. 
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In the afternoon, the opening ceremony session is generally a more formal session, and 
so following that by a keynote panel session, again, in order to keep the momentum 
going for the day and keep people engaged, we would suggest that the keynote panel 
session be shaped in a way that will engage the audience as well and have interaction 
among a group of people on the panel instead of perhaps having too small a group up 
there and having people spend the afternoon with, basically, people talking to them 
instead of having an opportunity to engage. 
 
In addition, on the keynote panel, we would note that a diversity of views will be 
important, so we carry through the multistakeholder viewpoint and perspectives that we 
are having throughout the program. 
 
I have a couple of comments on the workshops in brief. I will have additional input on 
those in more detail.  First of all, I think that the early posting and the new process that 
has been used this year is welcomed and has given us all an early opportunity to see what 
topics people are interested in working on and contributing to sessions or workshops at 
the IGF this year.  So we think -- we welcome that effort and thank the secretariat for the 
effort to pull all of that together. 
 
There are groups of topics that clearly can be merged or would be better served for the 
various angles that people have proposed in their workshop proposals by a broader 
discussion among a range of the organizers and other experts.  So we would encourage 
looking into that. 
 
Also, as we have consistently said, the balance in terms of the number of side workshops 
and other kinds of events should be considered carefully in order to make sure that the 
main session rooms are well attended and there's good participation across the board in 
the events going on. 
 
We would also suggest that, as was done last year, some of the workshop proposals may 
fit nicely into main sessions.  And giving the organizers an opportunity to do a side event 
or to participate in organizing main sessions along with the MAG in the open 
consultations and the secretariat would be a useful option this year.  Again, we'd also just 
like to note that there are a number of new organizers who have put forward proposals.  
And this is welcomed.  This is excellent.  We support equilibrium between repeat 
organizers and new organizers, and also perhaps giving an opportunity for entities that 
have put forward several proposals to make a choice or merge some of their workshops 
would be a useful way forward. 
 
Thank you. 
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What is Business Action to Support the Information 
Society (BASIS)? 
 
ICC created BASIS to serve as the voice of business in the global dialogue on the 
Information Society, following the two World Summits on the Information Society 
(WSIS) held in Geneva (2003) and Tunis (2005). BASIS participates in UN-linked forums 
set up to continue the dialogue, such as the Internet Governance Forum (IGF), Global 
Alliance for ICT and Development (GAID), and the WSIS follow-up and implementation 
processes.  
 
BASIS builds on the activities and network of the Coordinating Committee of Business 
Interlocutors (CCBI), which ICC formed to coordinate participation by world business in 
the processes leading up to and at the Summits in Geneva and Tunis.   
 
To promote the environment in which global business will continue to thrive as an 
innovator of these technologies, BASIS will mobilize business to help shape the agenda 
and participate in these global discussions. The initiative aims to unite the business 
community, to raise awareness among the public, governments, civil society, 
intergovernmental organizations and technical authorities of what business requires to 
continue contributing to the development of the Information Society. BASIS relies on 
policies developed in ICC’s Commission on E-business, IT and Telecoms (EBITT) as the 
foundation for its efforts. 
 
For further information regarding BASIS, the founding partners, members and activities, 
please consult the BASIS website at: http://www.iccwbo.org/basis. 
 

About ICC 
 
The International Chamber of Commerce is the largest, most representative business 
organization in the world. Its thousands of member companies in over 130 countries 
have interests spanning every sector of private enterprise. 
 
A world network of national committees keeps the ICC International Secretariat in Paris 
informed about national and regional business priorities. More than 2000 experts drawn 
from ICC’s member companies feed their knowledge and experience into crafting the 
ICC stance on specific business issues. The United Nations, the World Trade 
Organization, and many other intergovernmental bodies, both international and regional, 
are kept in touch with the views of international business through ICC. 
 
For more information please visit: www.iccwbo.org 
  


