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ATA Carnet workshop 

THE ATA CARNET SYSTEM 

Content 

1. Importance and benefits: P. Bishop (UK) 
 

2. Process to become part of the ATA Chain: D. McKinley (UK) 
 

3. Role, responsibilities and requirements of national  

guaranteeing organizations: R. Bolliger (Switzerland) 
 

4. Make the ATA Carnet a profitable activity: A. Procesi (Italy) 
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THE ATA CARNET SYSTEM 

 

Importance and benefits 

 

Peter Bishop (United Kingdom) 

Chair, World ATA Carnet Council (WATAC) 

Deputy Chief Executive, London Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry 



ATA Carnet video 

In English In French 



ATA Carnet Sample 



 

Introduction: facts and figures 
 

Ĕ ATA = Combination of Admission Temporaire/Temporary Admission 

 

Ĕ International customs document for the temporary admission ï  

duty-free and tax-free ï of three main categories of goods: 

 ü Commercial samples 

 ü Professional equipment 

 ü Goods intended for fairs and exhibitions 

 

Ĕ Jointly managed by: 

ü World Customs Organization (WCO)  

ü ICC World Chambers Federation (WCF)  



SITUATION TODAY: 73 COUNTRIES 
Albania 

Algeria 

Andorra 

Australia 

Austria 

Belarus 

Belgium 

Bosnia & Herzegovina 

Bulgaria 

Canada 

Chile 

China 

C¹te dôIvoire 

Croatia 

Cyprus 

Czech Republic 

Denmark 

Estonia 

Finland 

France 

Germany 

Gibraltar 

Greece 

Hong Kong 

Hungary 

Iceland 

India 

Iran  

Ireland 

Israel  

Italy  

Japan  

Korea 

Latvia 

Lebanon 

Lithuania 

Luxembourg 

Macao 

Macedonia 

Madagascar 

Malaysia 

Malta 

Mauritius 

Mexico 

Moldova 

Mongolia 

Montenegro 

Morocco 

Netherlands 

New Zealand 

Norway 

Pakistan 

Poland 

Portugal 

Romania 

Russia 

Senegal 

Serbia 

Singapore 

Slovak Republic 

Slovenia 

South Africa 

Spain 

Sri Lanka 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Thailand 

Tunisia 

Turkey 

Ukraine 

United Arab Emirates 

United Kingdom 

USA 



WHAT FOR?: GOODS COVERED BY ATA CARNETS 
 

üOver 176 000 Carnets issued in 2012 for goods valued at  

US$ 24 billion. 

üAll goods covered: from the ordinary to the extraordinary 
 

Ĕ Commercial samples: jewellery, apparel, watches, leather goods, etc. 

 

Ĕ Goods for fairs and exhibitions: All kinds of products/equipment, antiques, 

paintings and other works of art, display booths/stands, etc. 
 

Ĕ Professional equipment: press, cine, sound and TV broadcasting equipment, 

musical instruments, machinery, electrical equipment, equipment for use by all kinds 

of professionals. 

 

Except: Perishable or consumable items or goods for processing or repair. 



For the ordinary and the extraordinary 

· Munich Symphony 

· Bolshoi Ballet 

· BBC and CNN 

· Ringling Bros Circus 

· Australian Olympic horses 

· Tokyo Opera 

· Harley Davidson motorcycles 

· Boeing and Airbus 

· U2 360° Tour 

· Dinner in the sky 

· City of Dublin power system 

· Sheremetyevo radar system 

· Human skulls 

· Prototype solar car 

· World Cup Yachts 

· Giorgio Armani Apparel 

· McLaren Grand Prix cars 

· Cirque du Soleil 

· Daimler Chrysler 



Carnet forms 
 

ATA Carnets are composed of colour-coded vouchers and counterfoils 
 

- Yellow for departing/re-entering country of temporary export 

- White for entering/departing country of temporary import 

- Blue for transit operations (entry and exit from an ATA transit 

country). 
 

 Vouchers are removed by Customs and retained as control 

documents. 

 

Counterfoils are left in the Carnets. They serve as ñcontrol documentò 

for Customs, holders and national guaranteeing organizations. 

 
 
  



Advantages/benefits of ATA Carnets 

for the business community 

ÅTrade facilitation tools 
 

ÅAlternative to national temporary admission 

procedures 
 

ÅOne year validity for several trips 
 

ÅArrangements are made in advance 
 

ÅGoods covered and geographical coverage 
 



ÅSafe and simple 
 

ÅImprove productivity: Facilitated movement of goods 
 

ÅNo time-consuming calculation of duties and taxes 
 

ÅRevenue protection 
 

Åone single point of contact 
 

The ATA System is risk-free to Customs (tried and trusted) 
 

Advantages/benefits of  

ATA Carnets for Customs 



Advantages/benefits of  

ATA Carnets for Chambers 

ÅTangible product offered to the business 

community 
 

ÅCooperation with Customs and public sector 
 

ÅSource of revenue 
 

ÅNetwork opportunities with local and 

international partners 



Why an ATA Carnet? 

ÅTime and money savings for Customs and exporters 

ÅSecure and safe movement of goods across frontiers 

ÅTangible product Chambers offer to exporters/businesses 

ÅDiversification of Chambersô revenue 

ÅBuilding of a strong relationship between Chambers and 

governmental agencies 

ÅPromotion of Chambersô services and products 

ÅConnection and access to a longstanding and solid network covering 

the whole world 

ÅWide variety of goods, including the most unexpected ones. 

 

Why hesitateé Go for it! 
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THE ATA CARNET SYSTEM 

 
Process to become part of the ATA Chain 

 

Davor McKinley (United Kingdom) 

Head of Export Documentation, London 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry 



From ratification  

To implementation 
 

 

 

ü What steps are to be taken to implement the ATA Carnet System in 

any given country 



The ratification of the Convention 
 

 
 

1. Ratify the Istanbul Convention  
 
 

2. Inform the WCO Secretary General 
 
 

3. Appoint the national guaranteeing organization 
 
 

4. Define the rules applicable to the operation of the System 

 
 
  


