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Thank you Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, major group colleagues.  My name is Norine Kennedy, and I am speaking on behalf of Business Action for Energy (BAE).  BAE is a coalition comprising major business groups, including the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD) and the World Energy Council (WEC).  

The business community continues to value the CSD process for its balanced consideration of all aspects of sustainability, and in particular CSD’s precedent-setting major group structure, partnerships and multistakeholder dialogue discussions.  It is clear that the challenges of the MDGs, JPOI and Agenda 21 will require cooperative action not only from governments, but in all sectors of society, including business.

1) One need only look at the front page of the New York Times this morning – Energy for Sustainable Development is the basic urgent challenge.   To meet the world’s growing demand for energy to sustain economic growth and improve living standards, while addressing long term environmental and greenhouse gas concerns.  And this is critical for the MDGs more broadly – energy is necessary to meeting them, and to many other basic needs.

2) What is being done?  We need to evolve, innovate and invest. This is already happening in many companies across all sectors and nationalities.  Lets start with investment.  To provide access to secure and affordable energy for those who lack it AND to meet growing demand will require significant investment from private and public sectors - $16 trillion through 2030 to meet growing needs for supply and distribution of primary energy.  And even so millions will be without access.  That is not acceptable.

3) We will need to make use of a wide range of energy options.  No single source of energy or family of energy sources can provide the entire answer.  But all must be evaluated on their merits and relative attributes, recognizing that each presents issues, barriers and opportunities.  This is not a time to take necessary and effective options off the table.

4) Integrated energy policies and actions are necessary.  Energy supply and use pose political issues related to economic growth, security, employment, investment, climate change, environmental impacts and trade.   Not surprisingly, there are many players, many issues, options and tradeoffs.  

5) Energy diversification both from various regions and various primary resources, the pursuit of efficiency gains and technological innovation are the most pragmatic approaches to energy security and access challenges.  For companies, efficiency is a fundamental way of life to lower business costs and improve competitiveness, and we encourage others to adopt it as great gains can be made.  Joint efforts by governments and businesses are key to continuing the promotion and enhancement of energy efficiency along the value chain.  

6) Efficient implementation of integrated policies requires enabling frameworks supported by good governance – good governance that provides an attractive, long term and secure investment and business environment (critical both for local business as well as foreign investors) and to ensure ODA is well deployed.  Whether we are talking about publicly-administered, privately-administered or hybrid approaches to providing affordable energy services and seeking investments in energy infrastructure, we must stamp out bribery and corruption.  This shared responsibility and endeavor by business and governments is underway, and must continue with strong priority.

7) The development and global use of both existing and new cost-effective, efficient energy technologies with low greenhouse gas emissions in all sectors are among the most effective ways to address these challenges in the near and longer terms.  Innovation will pave the way to overcome barriers that limit the use of some technologies and resources today.

8) A speaker on Monday alluded to the need to “sharpen financial instruments” to support energy for sustainable development.  We have already mentioned the needed frameworks that enable and stimulate local business entrepreneurship and investment, 2 “instruments” that are already quite sharp and have proven to be quite effective.  In addition, innovative financing solutions and synergies are necessary and we are eager to engage in discussions on such possibilities.  

9) We have seen that responsible voluntary public private partnerships, when they reflect the best of each partner’s capacities and responsibilities, make the best use of what’s available to yield real good results.  They also involve the range of important stakeholders, making them insiders rather than outsiders.  There is a natural progression from multistakeholder “dialogues” to multistakeholder “partnerships.”

The business community’s technological innovations and management systems have already made substantial contributions to addressing these challenges.  More needs to be done.  We look forward to continuing our engagement in driving economic growth, job creation, industrial development and in finding, providing and using energy solutions that promote sustainability and well being.
*** *** ***
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