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STATEMENT ON BUSINESS ACTION FOR ENERGY
Business Action for Energy (BAE), is an ad hoc coalition of business organizations assembled for coordinating input into CSD 14 and 15, led by the International Chamber of Commerce, the World Business Council on Sustainable Development and the World Energy Council.  Members of BAE are the International Aluminium Institute, Eurelectric, the World Coal Institute, the World LP Gas Association, the International Petroleum Industry Environmental Conservation Association, the International Emissions Trading Association, the World Nuclear Association and the International Hydropower Association.
BAE was formed in 2005 as the next step in a series of successful business platforms for providing input into the Commission for Sustainable Development processes and cycles.  The first was Business Action for Sustainable Development which was formed around the World Summit on Sustainable Development and the second Business Action for Water which interacted with CSD 12 and 13.  

The issues discussed at CSD 14 and 15 are long term, of global importance and critical for sustainable development.  We appreciate the opportunities offered by the commission to demonstrate concrete business projects, programmes and initiatives in support of sustainable development objectives, often in partnership with other stakeholders.  During the CSD 14 and 15, business has emphasised the importance of enabling policy and market frameworks, together with partnerships as vehicles for implementation of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, Agenda 21 and other sustainability objectives.  
As business and industry, we would like to see concerted efforts from all our partners to continue to work together with us to develop proposals for new, projects and programmes and build on and replicate successful existing initiatives.  It is now becoming essential that we collectively seize opportunities to find innovative ways to maximise the significant contribution business is making.  Further and more effective mechanisms for engagement between stakeholders such as business and industry, and governments, need to be identified.  

Given the changing nature of the issues under consideration at CSD, BAE comes to an end at the end of CSD 15.  This does not mean that business will not continue its work in the areas of climate change, energy, industrial development and air pollution.  On the contrary, we will actively pursue the partnerships, networks, programmes and discussion begun at CSD 14 and 15 and actively promoted by BAE.  We look forward to working with governments, IGOs and other stakeholders including international financial institutions, to implement the outcomes of CSD15 and to prepare for fruitful discussions in the future CSD cycles.  
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