BUSINESS ACTION FOR ENERGY 
Working for Sustainable Solutions

OUTCOMES AND CONCLUSIONS FROM CSD 14

1. The outcome of the meeting was the Chair’s non-negotiated summary.  There were tensions from the beginning of the meeting as the energy agenda was a key focus and many developing country delegates felt that this overshadowed the issue of industrial development which was important to them, as well as how these thematic areas could assist with the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. 

2. Discussions on energy included topics such as energy security; energy prices and the roles of the various fuel types.  In particular the future roles of renewable energy technologies, fossil fuels and nuclear power received considerable attention.  Some delegates felt that the issue of access to modern energy services, which remains a key priority in many developing countries, did not receive enough attention.  Climate change did receive some attention but there was a general recognition that policy in this area is covered under the UNFCCC.

3. Many business interventions focused on energy efficiency and the positive role it can play in not only development and affordability, but also energy security issues, the reduction of environmental pollutants and reduced resource use.  It is the one area in the energy debate where most major groups and delegates are positive and there are few conflicting views.

4. Financing and investment was also extensively covered.  The need for more financial resources was highlighted and linked to financing, technology transfer and capacity building.  Enabling frameworks, integrated policies and the role of partnerships were also stressed in interventions made by governments and major groups.
5. CSD-14 provided many opportunities for major groups and in particular business to be active participants in the process, a significantly different approach to that followed in many other UN processes.  There was a great deal of discussion on the manner in which business was engaged, it was in the form of statements rather then a true discussion and more benefit was derived from the one on one meetings with various delegations and other groups.  The B&I major group, through BAE, was actively engaged throughout CSD-14 and used the “key energy messages” as the basis for all interventions: 
· Seven out of the ten BAE interventions compiled at CSD-14 were delivered during the appropriate thematic sessions held during the first week of CSD-14.  All interventions were submitted to the UN secretariat for record purposes.

· BAE, through the B&I, participated in and provided formal feedback at both Multi-Stakeholder Dialogues.

· BAE, through ICC, participated in the thematic session entitled “Enhancing the contributions of the private sector relating to the 4 thematic clusters”.

· BAE co-hosted, with other business and industry associations and in collaboration with the UN, a “Day of Business and Industry”.

· The Chair of BAE participated in the Ministerial Dialogue with CEO’s.

· BAE was invited and participated in the Ministerial luncheon organised by the UN Foundation for International Partnerships.

· A BAE publication, highlighting key energy messages and examples of the ongoing contributions of business to sustainable development in the energy sector, was disseminated during the second week.

· Bilateral meetings were arranged with the EU, US, UK, India, Brazil, SA and the secretariat of CSD.
6. Bi-laterals revealed that there is a great willingness on the part of many governments to work with business and there were numerous requests to come to CSD 15 with concrete proposals – often it was suggested that these could be developed together with the various governments.  Some of the areas that came out as consistent topics of discussion in these meetings were:

· combining public/private funds to implement on the ground projects 

·  the global uptake of energy efficiency technologies

·  promoting partnerships with key stakeholders which can leverage strengths and prevent duplication taking into account the different roles and responsibilities and 

· finding solutions to barriers to large scale implementation of all energy technologies that can contribute to energy access, and provide environmental and social benefits through markets.

A joint initiative for CSD14 & 15 by the:
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International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) www.iccwbo.org
World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD) www.wbcsd.org
World Energy Council (WEC) www.worldenergy.org

