
CSD 14 Day of Business & Industry hosted by BAE in collaboration with the UN

Dag Hammarskjöld UN Library area

Tuesday 9 May 2006

The business and industry Major Group led by Business Action for Energy (BAE), an ad hoc coalition of business associations headed by the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), the World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD), and the World Energy Council (WEC) represent a broad spectrum of business organizations working with the CSD. 

The Business Action for Energy has three goals:

· To ensure that the voice of business is heard in various United Nations processes 

· To identify where business can play a constructive role in the development and delivery of a sustainable future. BAE will emphasize business solutions to sustainable development that focus on concrete actions and deliverable results 

· To demonstrate that business is already actively engaged in initiatives and partnerships to promote sustainable development. 

PROPOSED AGENDA

13h30 – 13h45
Opening and welcome by the CSD14 Co-Chairs
13h45 – 15h00
Presentations of the ICC / IBLF / UNDP 2006 World Business Awards recipient in support of the Millennium Development Goals. 

Co-hosts ICC, IBLF and UNDP are proud to have the 10 finalists of the 2006 World Business Awards take part in the CSD 14 Day of Business and Industry. This years finalists, chosen from 73 nominations representing 33 countries include, a micro enterprise fund in South Asia, a pro-poor sustainable housing initiative in Mexico, an innovative public health programme based on access to affordable energy in rural Mozambique and a special hygiene programme aimed at children in Turkey.

Moderated by: Jack Whelan, Director, External and Member Relations, IBLF

15h00 – 15h15
Coffee Break

15h15 – 16h30
BAE: Energy Technology
Energy technologies and efficiencies are at the heart of the 3A’s of the World Energy Council: Accessibility (hence the need to pay special attention to the technologies that can be used in developing countries for providing commercial energy to those who do not have it), Availability (technology being seen as a means to create a more diverse and secure energy supply), and Acceptability (for more environmentally-friendly and efficient energy uses).
Moderated by Barry Worthington (USEA)  
Speakers

· Dr. Francois Moisan: Director, Strategy and Research, Agency for Environment and Energy Management (ADEME)

· Marcelle Shoop: Director, Environmental Partnership, RioTinto

· Laurent Bellet: Regional Manager, SE Asia, EDF (Hydro Engineering Centre)

· Richard Taylor: Executive Director: International Hydropower Association

16h30 – 16h45
Coffee Break

16h45 – 18h00
BAE: Energy and Climate Change

It is widely recognized that climate change is happening and first effects are already visible around the world. Climate change issues have been addressed in the past by business, but further and wider action must start now in order to achieve a stable and sustainable emission level in the future. This requires that significant investments in clean energy infrastructure are made in order to alter our carbon footprints. New pathways are needed to allow business - in conjunction with other stakeholders - to improve and extend its mitigation efforts.   

Panelists are asked to exemplify how their specific sector has addressed the climate change issue in the past. More specifically the following questions should be discussed:

· What have been the incentives and drivers for business to reduce carbon emissions?

· What have been and are the barriers to engage in wider action?

· How can governments support further and wider mitigation efforts?
· What is the role of other stakeholders – civil society, consumers, NGOs?    
Moderated by: Steve Lennon (ICC and BAE)


Speakers 

· Barbara McCutchan, Director, Enterprise Stewardship & Sustainability, MeadWestvaco Corporation
· Bob Page, Transalta, (tbc)
· Jerry Marks, Consultant, International Aluminium Institute
· Hon Peter Rae, Australian Delegation
· Wendy Poulton, General Manager Corporate Sustainability, Eskom
18h00 – 18h15
Coffee Break

18h15 – 19h30
BAE: Energy for Development

Recent events and dialogues have emphasized the crucial importance that energy plays in enhancing economic growth, human development, and the achievement of the MDGs.  These discussions tie in with the “Energy for Development” conference, which took place in December 2004. Importantly this conference  identified four key challenges connected with energy for development: 

· Ensuring sound energy sector management and good governance:

· Widening access for the poor;

· Enhancing environmental performance;
· Mobilizing financial resources for energy investments.
The conference recognized that further action is needed in the energy field in order to move it towards long-term sustainability with widespread access and limited impacts. It also recognized the need for urgency. To date, progress has been slow and further engagement by all stakeholders , on broad scale, must be mobilized.   

Business – as one of the stakeholders – aims to contribute to this debate and is committed to pushing progress through activities in the field. However, lack of enabling frameworks and long-term vision by governments reduces business’ ability to employ its operational and financial capabilities as effectively and efficiently as it could. 


An open dialogue between governments, business, and civil society is needed to establish an economic environment that allows business and other actors to make effective and long term investments in both new and existing energy infrastructure, and thereby contributing to economic growth, human development, and the achievement of the MDGs.          

This panel session aims to bring together these different stakeholders allowing them to discuss the challenges at hand and to point out ways forward. Topics of discussion will include:  

· Learning’s from past experiences

· Energy challenges and the role of public-private partnerships

· The role and contribution of the different actors

· The importance of barriers and drivers/incentives 

Moderated by: Bjorn Stigson, President, WBCSD

Speakers 

Pieter van Geel, Dutch State Secretary for the Environment (tbc)

Olav Kjorven, Director Energy and Environment Group, UNDP (tbc)

Paula Dobriansky, Under Secretary of State for Global Affairs, US State Department, USA

Travis Engen, Chairman WBCSD; ex-Chairman & CEO, Alcan, Canada

Valli Moosa, Chair of BAE
Dr Francisco Barnes, Commissioner, Comisión Reguladora de Energía, Mexico and the WEC's Vice Chair of North America
19h30 – 19h45
Media questions with the Energy for Development panelists 

19h45 


Cocktail
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