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ÖZİMEK is a pioneering project realizing 

over 170 vocational courses for anyone who is 
willing to improve their professional 

qualifications.      
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2007 2011 

Training Programs 44 171 

Training Facilities 25 83 

 Total number of trainees   
 

27.832 



  Unemployment Rate 

Istanbul  14.3% 

Turkey 11.9% 

 Istanbul  

› generates 28% of Turkey’s national income 

› divergent economic activity range  

› dynamic market 



 Istanbul Chamber of Commerce 

› Designed 

› Managed  

› Funded  

 Ministry of Education  

› Training facilities  

› Trainers 

› Accredited certification 

 National Employment Agency 

 

 



 Wide range of courses 

 

› parallel to market needs/developments 

› industry and service sectors 

› from gas metal arc welding  

 to culinary courses in 171  

 different fields 

 



 Human Resources Database (HRD) 



 Main Objective 

› courses for everyone 

› create opportunities for individuals to 

improve their professional qualifications 

› decrease unemployment rate  

 by increasing the qualified labor force  
 

 Free of charge 
 

 Accredited certification 



2007 2011 

Training Programs 44 171 

Training Facilities 25 83 

 Total number of trainees   
 

27.832 



Year Investment (USD) 

2007 2.085.609 

2008 2.327.044 

2009 2.327.044 

2010 1.132.075 

2011 1.320.754 

Total 9.192.526 

 Financial Allocations 



61% 14% 
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 ‘Specialized Vocational Guidance 

Centers Project’ (UMEM), 2010 
 

› Aim 

 evaluate the market 

 analyze sectoral needs  

 train 1 million unemployed people  



 ‘Vocational And Technical Education  

Project’, 2011 

› Beyond borders 

   with the support of Turkish International    

   Cooperation and Development Agency 
 

 Aim 

› create local qualified labor force for 

construction sector in countries such as 
MENA, Central Asia and Balkans 



 

Certificate Ceremony  

of the Course for Homeless Youth 



Electric Arc Welding 



 

Image and Sound Systems 



 

Machine Design and Manufacturing 
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