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Sir, 
 
We the undersigned are chief executive officers/chairmen of some of the world’s leading corporations.  We 
have supported the Doha round of trade negotiations since its inception and many of us have given advice 
on its substance to our governments.  At the initiative of the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), 
we are writing to member governments of the World Trade Organization (WTO) to convey our mounting 
concern that these crucial negotiations are in serious trouble.  The original date agreed at Doha for 
completion of the negotiations has been missed; and the continuing snail's pace of progress is jeopardizing 
the prospect of meeting the revised deadline of end-2006. 
 
We strongly believe that the WTO-based multilateral trading system is one of the central pillars of 
international cooperation. Multilateral initiatives to liberalize world trade and improve market access for 
goods and services are a major driving force for global economic growth, job creation, and wider consumer 
choice – as well as keeping in check the ever-present threat of protectionism.  We underline our conviction 
that a successful Doha Round is vital to enable business to continue to play a leading role in the 
eradication of poverty and the raising of global living standards.   
 
A major milestone is looming which may very well be decisive in determining the ultimate fate of the Doha 
Round.  In the middle of next month, WTO member governments will be meeting in Hong Kong for their 
Ministerial Conference – the WTO's supreme decision-making body. WTO Director-General Pascal Lamy 
has emphasized that Hong Kong will not be just another checkpoint in the negotiations; "it is our last and 
best chance to move this Round to a successful conclusion by the end of 2006". 
 
We agree with Mr. Lamy that much will be at stake in Hong Kong. Up to now, however, we do not see that 
urgency reflected in a firm determination by governments to make the solid, substantive progress before 
Hong Kong that will be essential to enable the Ministerial Conference to propel the negotiations to a 
successful outcome a year later. And we know from experience that ministerial meetings left with too many 
decisions to take at the last moment usually break up in disappointment or failure. 
 
We therefore call upon WTO governments to redouble their efforts to break out of the current impasse in 
the Doha negotiations and accomplish the various breakthroughs still required to make Hong Kong a 
defining moment in a positive sense. We believe that the challenge is political more than technical, and 
requires the commitment of governments from the highest levels to break the logjams. It particularly 
requires the personal attention of the leaders of the WTO governments represented at the G8 Gleneagles 
Summit last July who pledged themselves to work for the success of the Round. The need is for strong 
political leadership. And the time for it is now! 
 
Given the slow progress to date, it will be an uphill task to conclude the Doha Round on time. But it is by 
no means mission impossible. Success will be within reach if the political will is found to make the 
compromises in the few months ahead that recognize the common interest in success and the collective 
price of failure. Business across the world urges WTO member governments to face up to their 
responsibilities and re-instil confidence among producers, consumers and investors that the multilateral 
trading system – which has done so much to raise global living standards over the past half-century – is still 
safe in their hands.  
 
Jean-René Fourtou, Chairman of the Supervisory Board, Vivendi Universal, France; and Honorary Chairman, 
ICC 
Marcus Wallenberg, Chairman, Skandinaviska Enskilda Banken, Sweden; and Vice Chairman, ICC 
Josef Ackermann, Chairman of the Group Executive Committee, Deutsche Bank, Germany 
Abdeslam Ahizoune, Président du Directoire, Maroc Telecom, Morocco 
Peter Bakker, Chief Executive Officer, TNT, Netherlands 
Steven A. Ballmer, Chief Executive Officer, Microsoft Corporation, United States 
Thomas J. Bata, Chairman, Bata Shoe Foundation, Canada 
Wulf H. Bernotat, Chief Executive Officer, E.ON, Germany 
Peter Brabeck-Letmathe, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Nestlé, Switzerland 
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Paul Buysse, Président du Conseil d'Administration, Bekaert, Belgium 
Carlos Bulgheroni, Chairman, Bridas Corporation, Argentina 
Antoni Brufau, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Repsol YPF, Spain 
Victor Chu, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, First Eastern Investment Group, Hong Kong, China 
Luca Cordero di Montezemolo, Chairman, Fiat Group, Italy 
V. L. Dutt, Chairman, Fives Cail KCP Limited, India 
Peter Elverding, Chief Executive Officer, Royal DSM, Netherlands 
Michael L. Eskew, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, United Parcel Service, United States 
Michael Frenzel, Chief Executive Officer, TUI, Germany 
Manfred Gentz, Chairman of the Board, Zurich Financial Services, Germany 
Jürgen Hambrecht, Chief Executive Officer, BASF, Germany 
Antti Herlin, Chairman, Kone Corporation, Finland 
Charles O. (Chad) Holliday, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Dupont, United States 
Franz B. Humer, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Hoffmann-La Roche, Switzerland 
Kunio Ishihara, President, Tokio Marine & Nichido Fire Insurance Co., Japan 
Daniel Janssen, Président du Conseil d'Administration, Solvay, Belgium 
Leif Johansson, President and Chief Executive Officer, Volvo Group, Sweden 
Ole Johansson, President and Chief Executive Officer, Wärtsilä Corporation, Finland 
Rajya V. Kanoria, Chairman and Managing Director, Kanoria Chemicals & Industries, India 
Tsunehisa Katsumata, President, The Tokyo Electric Power Co., Japan 
Dan Kerpelman, Chief Executive, SGS, Switzerland 
Walter B. Kielholz, Chairman of the Board of Directors, Credit Suisse Group, Switzerland 
Klaus Kleinfeld, Chief Executive Officer, Siemens, Germany 
Gerard Kleisterlee, Chief Executive Officer, Royal Philips Electronics, Netherlands 
Yotaro Kobayashi, Chairman of the Board and Director, Fuji Xerox Co., Japan 
Alan G. Lafley, Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer, The Procter & Gamble Company, United 
States 
Ulrich Lehner, Chief Executive Officer, Henkel, Germany 
Andrew N. Liveris, Chief Executive Officer, The Dow Chemical Company, United States 
John A. Luke, Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer, MeadWestvaco Corporation, United States 
Avijit Mazumdar, Chairman, TIL Ltd, India 
Harold McGraw III, Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer, The McGraw-Hill Companies, United 
States 
Henry A. McKinnell, Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer, Pfizer Inc., United States 
Gérard Mestrallet, Président Directeur Général, Suez, France 
Jorma Ollila, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Nokia Corporation, Finland 
Marcel Ospel, Chairman, UBS, Switzerland 
William G. Parrett, Chief Executive Officer, Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu, United States 
Stefan Persson, Chairman, H&M, Sweden 
Jan du Plessis, Chairman, British American Tobacco, United Kingdom 
Jussi Pesonen, President and Chief Executive Officer, UPM-Kymmene Group, Finland 
Markku Pohjola, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Nordea Group, Sweden and Chief Executive Officer, Nordea 
Bank, Finland 
Tariq Rangoonwala, Chairman, Rangoonwala Group, Pakistan 
Frédéric Sanchez, Président du Directoire, Compagnie de Fives-Lille, France 
Mikio Sasaki, Chairman of the Board, Mitsubishi Corporation, Japan 
Ad Scheepbouwer, Chief Executive Officer, Royal KPN Telecommunications, Netherlands 
Hari Shankar Singhania, Chairman, JK Group of Companies, India 
Chartsiri Sophonpanich, President, Bangkok Bank, Thailand 
Hans Stråberg, President and Chief Executive Officer, Electrolux, Sweden 
Carl-Henric Svanberg, President and Chief Executive Officer, Ericsson, Sweden 
Gunter Thielen, Chief Executive Officer, Bertelsmann, Germany 
Prasan Trairatvorakul, President, Kasikorn Bank Thailand 
Marco Tronchetti Provera, Chairman, Pirelli; and Chairman, Telecom Italia, Italy 
Sadao Umeda, Chairman, Kajima Corporation, Japan 
Daniel Vasella, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Novartis, Switzerland 
Khunying Jada Wattanasiritham, President, Siam Commercial Bank, Thailand 
Hans Wijers, Chief Executive Officer, Akzo Nobel, Netherlands 


