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Dear Madam Chairperson, dear delegates,

On behalf of The International Petroleum Industry Environment Conservation Association (IPIECA) and its members I thank you for the opportunity to input into this important Summit and present our perspectives with regards to protected areas.

IPIECA members recognise the importance of protected areas. Development and maintenance of an effective and representative system of PAs is essential for biodiversity conservation. That is why many IPIECA members consider protected areas, including those with an assigned IUCN Category, and other areas of high conservation value, within their internal risk assessments.

IPICEA members recognise that Governments may determine that oil and gas activity at certain times may be incompatible with the conservation objectives of an area. 

IPIECA members operate globally and sometimes these operations are adjacent to, or in, areas with very different types of  PAs status.  Consequently we recognise the value of a global framework for categorising protected areas and welcome points in the draft decision on strengthening the system of IUCN Categories. We believe that as of today the IUCN Category System presents the only globally recognised system, albeit with a number of current weaknesses. 

At the same time our point of view is that the IUCN Category System is not suitable to determine no-go decisions. We believe this to be an activity, site and time specific issue and a decision for Governments.The System is not designed to take into account site-specific situations and changes in technological capability.
We would like to draw attention of governments, expert community and NGOs to the following considerations for strengthening the IUCN Category System:

1. Increased coverage of IUCN Categories for all protected areas. 

2. A stronger, more transparent and inclusive framework for dealing with PA disputes, and possibly some independent means of verifying that the correct category has been applied. 

3. Linking the category system to management effectiveness.

Several IPIECA members have been involved and in supporting improvements in the World Database on Protected Areas through a project called Proteus. This initiative, run by the World conservation Monitoring Centre, is planned to continue until 2012 and is a real an example of how our business can actively participate in enabling improvements in the quality and accessibility of data relating to protected areas.  

Thank you

