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Abstract: 

After a general introduction to the EPO, both the EPO internal search system EPOQUE and the free Internet service esp@cenet are shortly explained. Through recent examples, it is shown how patent information can be used in developing countries to the benefit of the industry or of local communities.

  

Mr Phlix ,a French national, is currently coordinator of the Future Members States Unit at the European Patent Office, and has previously co-ordinated the co-operation of the EPO with African and Middle Eastern countries during his tenure in the EPO.
The European Patent Convention
· European Patent Convention (EPC) signed in 1973, entered into force 1977 

· European Patent Organisation:

· 31 Member States

· 4 states entitled or invited to access the EPC

· 5 Extension States

· The two bodies of the organisation:
· Administrative Council

· European Patent Office, executive body


The European Patent Office
www.european-patent-office.org

· Self - financed organisation


· President's Office (Professor Alain Pompidou, President)
· 5 General Directorates:
· DG1: Operations (search and examination)

· DG2: Operational support (patent administration, IT, Documentation & Tools)

· DG3: Appeals

· DG4: General administration

· DG5: International and legal affairs


· Staff: 5918 (June 2005)

· Locations: Munich (DE), The Hague (NL), Vienna (AT), Berlin (DE)

Patenting figures
· Search, examination, opposition

· Appeals


· Granted European patent: bundle of national patents
· 2005:

· 180 000 European patent applications

·   60 000 direct European application

· 120 000 applications issued from PCT (International or regional phase)

Patent Information
· Patent: Industrial Property right / Obligation to publish the application and patent
· Technical and legal patent information

· 56 million of published patent documents (from 70 countries):
· 4 million are valid patents

· Technical library of 52 million of technical documents can be freely used


· An African example: OAPI

· 16 Central - Western African States

· 110 million of persons

· 10 000 valid patents only

· the technology disclosed in almost all the patent documents can be transferred to the benefit of the local economy.

 
Access to patent information: patent examiners
· EPOQUE: EPO search system used by 3500 EPO examiners, also by EPO Member states and some patent offices of non Member States (China, Brazil)
· 90 databases
· 237 million records

· 56 million patent records

· 54 million records with searchable abstracts in non-patent literature

· 16 million full-text searchable records: 14,6 patents; 1,4 non-patent literature

· 55,6 million facsimile documents

· Dynamic search system:

· in the increase of the number of records

· in the increase of the number of downloaded data (9,5 terabytes in 2004 downloaded from digital library BNS)

· in the increase of the number of users: average of 4800 monthly users 
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Access to patent information for the public
http://ep.espacenet.com/

· esp@cenet: EPO free service over the Internet: search system with simplified interface searching in the public EPO databases

· one worldwide database: over 50 million patent records

· national databases giving access to national patent collections
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Stabilisation of Hibiscus Sabdarifa Concentrate (Bissap).
Requester: "Institut de Technologie Alimentaire (ITA)", in Dakar (Senegal)

· Technical problem: stabilisation of a mixture of water and Hibiscus Sabdarifa concentrate, instability of the mixture under the influence of light and heat: change of colour, change of taste.
· Consequences: product cannot be stored over a long time period and cannot be commercialised / exported.
· Search on this basis was conducted at the EPO and revealed 10 very relevant   documents (among the patentees: the Coca-Cola Company; Industria Conserve; Food Chemistry; also non patent literature) all documents:
· exposing the same technical problem for various drink concentrates, the most relevant documents citing the Hibiscus Sabdarifa;
· proposing different solutions based on the use of chemical additives;

None of the document was corresponding to a valid patent in the OAPI region. The results, that could therefore in theory be directly exploited by ITA, have been explained to the searchers who could not make use of them.

Solar hearing aids
The European Third World Association (Private association) was looking, to the benefit of Ethiopian children with hearing difficulties, for hearing aids that were suitable for being used by children in this country:

· portable hearing aids

· functioning with solar energy to avoid the use of batteries

Search conducted in esp@cenet by trained experts of the association revealed three documents:
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	With the technical and financial support of the association, a company in Botswana is now manufacturing hearing aids on the basis of these documents, in co-operation with a local hospital in Addis Ababa.


As a conclusion
· Patent information is freely searchable on the Internet
· In developing countries, the majority of the inventions are not protected by a patent

· To exploit this "database of ideas", local communities should have:

· expertise in interpreting patent documents

· access to the non patent sources cited in the patent documents

· experience in reverse engineering

· (abilities in foreign languages)

· financial resources
· A national innovation policy could address these issues by:

· integrating IP in the curricula of technical universities

· encouraging the private sector, including banks, to finance the "technical risk" (example of private banks in Cameroon)
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